the scheme from succeeding save the power
of an overruling Providence.

The two Mahsuds who had gone gha^i stalked

into the mess-room with bayonets fixed and
hesitated an Instant, blinded by the light. The
officers looked up from their soup. Colonel
Harman rose quickly, scenting the trouble, and
told the Mahsuds not to be fools. Before the
words were out of his mouth, he was bayoneted.
But quick as the Mahsuds were, Captain Plant,
the second-in-command, was almost as quick as
they, and felled one of them with a blow from
which he recovered only when It was the time
to be hanged. The remaining officers were
able to capture the other gba%j, although not
before he had wounded Captain Plant In the
shoulder. In spite of his wound, which bled
profusely, Plant gave orders to the company
commanders to turn their men out as quickly
as possible, and in a few minutes he had gathered
together a hundred armed and loyal men. Mean-
while the rest of the Mahsuds were still waiting
round the corner In the dark for the firing that
was to herald the mutiny. While they hesitated,
of two minds about what to do, Captain Plant
and his men surrounded them, disarmed them,
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